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44TH ANNUAL MEETING OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE G77 + CHINA MEMBER STATES

Mister President,
Ministers,
Ladies and Gentlemen
We are grateful to the Cooperative Republic of Guyana for the excellent coordination of the group during this difficult year.

We wish to welcome the Republic of Guinea as President of the group in 2021 and we assure our support for them presidency.

Nicaragua supports the Ministerial Declaration that will be adopted later and reiterates its firm commitment to a rebirth of multilateralism, cooperation and solidarity.

It is imperative to immediatly suspend the unilateral coercive economic measures imposed illegally on our peoples. These aggressions are one of the main obstacles to erradicating poverty and moving towards Sustainable Development. A total of 39 countries with more than 2 billion people have been victims of these violations of human rights by countries that consider themselves morally superior to everyone else, appoint temselves vigilantes, and impose their totalitarian extraterritorial agressions on others, a most virulent form of XXIst. Century neo-colonialism. These measures are enforced by the dictatorship of the world bank transfer system.

The continuation of the coercive measures in times of Pandemic elevates their illegality to the level of a crime against humanity by reducing both preventive health and health care capabilities.

The world is now simultaneously facing the effects of the new Coronavirus pandemic and the COVID-19 disease, the impact of the great lockdowns, the great economic depression of 2020 and extreme inequality, as well as the start of a Second Cold War.

Recovery from this situation, apart from economic and social measures, also requires generating confidence and hope for the future.

If the only thing that most of humanity sees in the decade of 2020 are recurrent outbreaks of COVID-19, repeated lockdowns, business failures, lost  jobs and an uncertain future, consumers will consume very little, investors will invest very little and the recovery will become long term. 

One way to build confidence and hope for the future is to base the recovery on an international commitment to achieve the IPCC targets of a 45% reduction in Greenhouse Gas emissions by 2030 and zero net emissions by 2050.

That would allow us to avoid the worst consequences of climate change. The new Coronavirus and COVID-19 demonstrate how poorly prepared we are to face our high-risk threats, and how little we invest politically and economically in avoiding them, which also applies to the threat of climate change.

If climate change is not the first priority of economic recovery, it will not set sail, but will sink in a stormy sea of competing priorities. The future of humanity is literally at stake.

I Thank you.

